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      Nothing    

   By Mick Inkpen 
        Hodder Children’s Books, 1995 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Herts for Learning Primary English Team 

Love That Book 

whole school book study 

When a family moves house, they leave an old toy behind in the loft: Nothing. This 
story tracks his journey to a new home and how, along the way, he meets new 
friends who spark old memories. 

Children of all ages relate to this story of a lost, old and battered toy, who in the 
end, finds his family again. The illustrations are beautiful and packed with detail to 
linger over. The sentences roll off the tongue, capturing the thoughts and feelings 
of Nothing and the other creatures. 

Be prepared.  The creator of this resource has read it to many children, from six 
year olds, right through to ten year olds and it’s the older children who cry at the 
end. As did the teacher. Tissues may be needed.  

You can read more about Nothing (that’s quite an invitation) here: 
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/2125360.Nothing 

This review gets to the heart of this wonderful book’s charms:  

http://booksforkeeps.co.uk/issue/101/childrens-books/reviews/nothing 

You can see Mick Inkpen talk about his work here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tooR2VUb-Ng 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/2125360.Nothing
http://booksforkeeps.co.uk/issue/101/childrens-books/reviews/nothing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tooR2VUb-Ng
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Reading journey plus incidental writing 

1 -  4 
days  

 Immerse in the story. Read it aloud. Read it together. Prepare sections as ‘performance’ or ‘story-telling’ reads. Don’t 
forget to include the prologue and its clever use of the word ‘Nothing’ to set up the story, and provide an easily overlooked 
bridge from title/cover into the narrative itself.  

 

 

 

 

 

Talk about the characters and their feelings or actions.  

What would you do in that situation? And why? Ask questions of the characters to deepen understanding. Freeze frame 
sections of the story. Recreate scenes through role play, the use of real toys and objects, or through art. 

Choose a picture page and focus on what Nothing and other characters might be feeling at that point. Create oral 
monologues to explain feelings. For older children consider the thoughts that might be going through the characters’ 
minds, and then consider what they choose to say and why.  

Writing opportunities. 

- A description or explanation of any of the activities above. 
- A diary entry from Nothing recounting a section of the story. 
- A response to the book 

Every day  

Read aloud (as the author to a reader) what has been written, checking for sense and effect and looking out for any 
spelling or punctuation errors that can be self-corrected. 

Time to talk and explore… 
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Reading into writing journey plus practising of ‘improved’ writing 

2 – 3 
days 

Pick a page of text and unpick how the sentences have been created. Step into the author’s shoes – why has he done 
what he did? 

Read the sentences aloud. How do they feel?  What happens if you read them in slightly different voices?  Does the 
sentence lead you to read in a certain way?  

How do they make you feel and how has that been achieved?  

Which words in the sentences stand out for you? What do they make you think about?  

How are the sentences structured? Images first? Characters first? Keep reading aloud – what do you notice? Write about 
your observations. 

 

 

 

Pick an age-appropriate but slightly challenging sentence and change some of the words 
so that the structure and ‘flow’ of the sentence stays the same but the content has been 
changed. Repeat several times until children start to internalise the less familiar 
constructions. Write some of these, building from modelling. 

 

 

Every day  

Read aloud (as the author to a reader) what has been written, checking for sense and effect and looking out for any 
spelling or punctuation errors that can be self-corrected. 

 



 

 
© 2020 Herts for Learning Ltd 4 

 

Writing out of reading journey plus independent expanded writing 

3 – 4 
days 

What do you want to write as a result of reading this book? The book has provided some ideas and inspiration through its 
wonderful language choices and images.  Now the choice is yours… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In role as Nothing – the best and the worst moments of the journey 

 In role as a somebody he meets, recounting that section of the story from another perspective. 
 What happened next: Nothing’s first day in his new house. 

 What happened long ago – an adventure Nothing had with Grandpa. 
 

Every day  

Read aloud (as the author to a reader) what has been written, checking for sense and effect and looking out for any 
spelling or punctuation errors that can be self-corrected. 

 


