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Improving the quality of Modern Foreign Languages 
through the Strategic Learning Network 

The Bushey and Watford Strategic Learning Network (SLN) is a network of approximately seven schools (varying 

year on year) that work together to research and share best practice in modern foreign languages (MFL). It is one 

of six SLN groups in Hertfordshire. Participating primary and secondary schools are from the Watford and 

Hertsmere districts of Hertfordshire.   

The Bushey and Watford SLN provides a vehicle for teachers to review and reflect upon their own classroom 

practice. The main focus in the SLN has been to improve MFL transition between key stage 2 and key stage 3 and 

to provide opportunities for cross-curricular language work in schools. The SLN has also supported teachers to 

interpret and deliver national requirements set out in the new curriculum for primary languages in a creative and 

engaging way. One of the participating schools, Little Reddings Primary School, achieved a bronze award in Herts 

for Learning’s newly accredited Primary Languages Quality Mark™ (PLQM) in June 2015. This award signified the 

school’s achievement in implementing quality teaching of modern foreign languages.  

MFL practitioners from the network meet on average once every half-term. All members of the SLN network 

engage in professional development activities through classroom based research on differing scales. In the 

meetings teachers discuss topics of interest and concern and share good practice which they can transfer to their 

own schools. The network has arranged in-house teacher inset sessions on topics such as the new curriculum, using 

iPads for MFL, phonics, intercultural understanding and active learning, to further invest in the professional 

development of their members.  

Bushey and Watford Schools 

Date October2015 

Key stages KS2-KS3 

School type LA maintained and 

academy, primary and 

secondary 

Themes Modern foreign  
languages, transition 

Continuous professional development for teachers 

          Context 

          Brief Description 

          Improving the quality of modern foreign languages in schools 
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The SLN provides a platform for dialogue between primary and secondary school teachers in Watford and Bushey. 

By remaining in contact teachers from both phases can aim to reduce repetition in topics between the two key 

stages. In the past primary and secondary schools have worked together to place a bigger emphasis on phonics 

skills at key stage 2 in order speed up the progress of pupils at key stage 3. 

 

The SLN has arranged a whole series of pupil-centred events to support transition, such as year 6 visits to 

secondary schools for languages taster sessions. Here pupils were given taster sessions of new languages to 

develop an understanding of the transferability of certain language learning skills, as well as becoming aware of 

the languages opportunities they would have at secondary school.  

Improving MFL transition between primary and secondary school 

Improving teaching and learning 

Yvonne Kennedy, lead teacher of the Bushey SLN 

believes that their small-scale research and working 

collaboratively to share their findings, has had a huge 

impact on learning in the classroom.  Pupils have 

become more confident with languages through 

enriching workshops and engaging teaching.  

 

The SLN has created an informal mentoring 

programme resulting in upskilled teachers, who 

believe that they have changed their practice and 

adopted more risk taking in languages lessons as a 

result. Participating schools have a wider range of 

resources and activities for lessons and teachers are 

more confident about teaching pupils about the 

target language country in a wider context.  

teachers. As a result secondary schools are more 

aware of the level at which pupils are coming from. 

The mini-Olympics further strengthens the 

relationship between local primary schools and the 

secondary school host, as well as allowing pupils to 

use languages in an active way. 

         Impact 

The French Mini-Olympics 

Each year the SLN arranges an inter-primary school French Mini-Olympics; a key calendar event which has been 

running for the last five years and is hosted by a secondary school. The Mini-Olympics brings together local primary 

schools, both in and outside of the network, and allows pupils to compete in kinesthetic activities based on 

sporting themes. Although pupils learn most of the vocabulary specific to the games on the day, schools are 

provided with support and resources to teach pupils about Olympic values in the curriculum beforehand. 

Encouraging cross curricular work in 
schools 

The SLN supports schools in embedding languages 

throughout the curriculum. Little Reddings Primary 

School, which has been part of the network for 

years, has successfully  promoted languages across 

the whole curriculum and received the Bronze PLQM 

award to recognise its achievement. The school 

celebrates languages by having a ‘language of the 

month’, as well as celebrating diversity .  French 

lessons at key stage 2 are as cross-curricular as 

possible and the school is currently working to 

create a link with a French school to further promote 

this.  

Improving transition  

The network has raised and addressed issues 

surrounding transition between key stage 2 and key 

stage 3. It has facilitated transition through 

developing mutual understanding and support 

between key stage 2 and key stage 3   



Herts for Learning case studies 

©Herts for Learning 2015                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Ref number CA04BW1015                                                                        3                                                                                                                                                                                    
http://www.hertsforlearning.co.uk 

The SLN has recently secured funding from Herts for Learning for The Language Experiment Project. This project 

will develop resources for teaching STEM subjects through another language for key stage 2 and 3. The schools in 

the network, and other SLN networks in Hertfordshire, will meet half-termly to plan and co-ordinate their work on 

materials to teach aspects of science, technology, engineering and maths through the medium of a foreign 

language. 

Contact  Yvonne Kennedy, Lead Teacher of Bushey and Watford 
SLN 

If you have an aspect of interesting practice that could be shared or are interested in finding out more about a case study 
please get in touch by emailing exchangingexcellence@hertsforlearning.co.uk  

Herts for Learning is a not for profit company dedicated to improving standards of education in Hertfordshire and beyond. HfL publishes 

these case studies to share examples of interesting practice which schools believe have worked well for them.   

         Next Steps 

 The Languages Experiment  

Schools which are currently part of the network: 

Queens’ School 

Bushey Meads School 

Little Reddings Primary School 

 

Knutsford Primary and Nursery School 

Holy Rood Catholic Primary School 

Bournehall Primary School 
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