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The Mathematics Specialist Teacher Programme aims to support teachers to:  

 understand how and why we teach fluency alongside conceptual understanding 

 analyse popular initiatives, such as ‘developing a mastery approach’: are these 
appropriate for your context? What underpins these approaches and how could 
this be developed in your school? 

 develop pedagogy which allows pupils to become confident, flexible problem-
solvers 
 
 
The Mathematics Specialist Teacher Programme aims to support schools to: 

 build capacity across the school to deliver highly effective mathematics teaching 

 develop teaching practice that secures learning and increases the depth of 
mathematical understanding to enhance attainment 

 
 

 



 

The mathematics specialist teacher programme 
(MaST) is a professional development programme for 
primary school teachers. It has a proven track record 
of improving teaching and learning in mathematics. 

 

The University of Hertfordshire is delighted to be able 
to offer this highly successful programme for a 10th 
year. We welcome interest now from teachers who 
are looking to develop their own, and their schools’, 
practice. 

 

 
What are the Programme aims? 
The MaST programme is a whole school development programme which 
aims to improve teaching and learning of mathematics. 

 

At the end of a two year master’s level programme participants will 
have: 
•  a deep mathematical subject and pedagogical knowledge that 

informs, and is informed by, their own practice through study, 
analysis and research 

 

•  developed the collaborative, practice-transfer skills needed to work 
with colleagues across the school to develop their subject 
and pedagogical knowledge and to implement improvements in the 
teaching and learning of mathematics for all children across the school 

 
 

“The course has made maths teaching so 

much more enjoyable for me! I have a bank 

of ideas and resources to draw 

on and feel I know really well how to use 

these to help move children on.” 
 

MaST teacher 
 
 

What does the Programme offer? 
This is a significant opportunity for professional development which 
will place the participant at the cutting edge of teaching and learning in 
mathematics. 

 

The course is delivered jointly by the University of Hertfordshire and 
Herts for Learning’s Mathematics Advisers. 

 

There are 30 hours per year of face-to-face support delivered in 6 
Wednesday afternoon/twilight seminars, complemented by students 
completing directed tasks and assignments (which will include reading, 
mathematical activities and classroom research). 

 

The course comprises two one-year modules, with each module 
attracting 30 master’s credits. Both modules must be passed for 
teachers to attract the MaST qualification. The cost of each module is 
£1330. The two-year programme leading to the MaST qualification 
is, therefore, £2660. 
 

 

Who should apply? 
Any qualified teacher, including head teachers, working within a primary school setting 
is eligible to apply. You do not need to be a leading mathematics teacher or a 
mathematics subject leader. As the programme is a whole school development 
programme, applicants will need to be recommended by, and have the support of, 
their head teacher. 

 

For acceptance onto the programme, we will be looking for: 
•  evidence of good teaching skills 
•  an enthusiasm for mathematics and a desire to develop 
•  a commitment to the demands of the programme 
•  the full support of the school 

What are the benefits to the school? 
Schools that recommend teachers to take part in the mathematics specialist 
teacher programme should view it as a significant investment in the 
development of mathematics teaching and learning across the school. In the 
first year, teachers will develop their understanding of how they learn mathematics 
and compare this with how their pupils’ learn.  They will make changes to their 
pedagogy and evaluate the impact on pupils’ attainment.  In the second year, the 
teacher will develop their coaching and mentoring skills to support colleagues in 
the school to develop an aspect of school improvement which will lead, in the longer 
term, to a sustained whole school implementation which raises pupil outcomes.   
 

The programme will explicitly support: 
•  effective implementation of the National Curriculum/Early Years 

Statutory Framework,  
•  development of pedagogies which support a deeper understanding of 

mathematics for all 
 and  
•  development of a coherence and variation to enhance fluency to 

underpin a mastery approach  
     
 
 
 

“Children are much more confident in using 

different strategies to explore investigations, 

to make jottings of their own choice, explain 

their understanding... Making mistakes is 

fine as they are used for the benefit of all.” 

MaST teacher 

 
 
 

How can you find out more? 
 

We will be holding taster sessions where you can learn more about 
the MaST programme. 

 

These will be held at the University’s de Havilland Campus on 
Tuesday 26th June 2018, 5-6pm and  
Wednesday  4th October 2018, 5-6pm. 

 

To book your place on one of the taster sessions, or to find out 
more about the course, please contact: 

 

Hazel Dall  

h.dall@herts.ac.uk 
 

or 
 

David Cook 

David.Cook@hertsforlearning.co.uk 

 

 
 

“My pedagogical approaches have 

changed dramatically and made me a 

risk-taking teacher in mathematics.”  

MaST teacher 
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